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Latin

Etymology

= From caput (“head”) + -aneus.

= Later absorbed and merged with similar catepanus, capetanus, and other Vulgar Latin renderings of katepano,
the senior rank and title of Byzantine military captains of the Catepanate of Italy, from Byzantine Greek
Katendvw (katepano, literally “[the one] placed at the top, or the topmost”)

Pronunciation

» (Classical) IPAK®Y): /ka.pi'ta:.ne.us/, [ka.p1'ta:.ne.vs]

Adjective

capitaneus (feminine capitanea, neuter capitaneum); first/second declension

1. large, chief in size
2. (substantive) captain
3. (substantive) capital (letters)

Declension

First/second declension.

Number Singular Plural
Case/ Masculine | Feminine Neuter Masculine Feminine Neuter
Gender

Nominative capitaneus capitdnea |capitaneum capitanel capitaneae capitanea

Genitive | capitanel | capitaneae capitanel |  capitanedrum  capitanearum capitanedrum
Dative capitaned | capitaneae | capitane0d capitaneis capitaneis capitaneis
Accusative | capitaneum capitaneam capitaneum = capitaneds | capitaneas capitanea
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Ablative | capitaned | capitanea
Vocative | capitanee | capitanea

Descendants

= Aromanian: capiténj, capitanjiu, capitan
= Catalan: capita

= English: captain, chieftain

= French: capitaine

= German: Kapitan

= Irish: captaen

References

capitaneo
capitaneum

capitaneis capitanets capitanets
capitanei capitaneae capitanea

Italian: capitano, capitagna

Old French: chevetaine, chevetaigne
Portuguese: capitdo, capitam
Romanian: capatai, capitan

Sicilian: capitanu

Spanish: capitan

= capitaneus (http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:text:1999.04.0059:entry=capitaneus) in
Charlton T. Lewis and Charles Short (1879) A Latin Dictionary, Oxford: Clarendon Press

= capitaneus (http://ducange.enc.sorbonne.fr/CAPITANEUS) in Charles du Fresne du Cange’s Glossarium Medise
et Infimee Latinitatis (augmented edition, 1883-1887)

= capitaneus (http://micmap.org/dicfro/search/gaffiot/capitaneus) in Gaffiot, Félix (1934) Dictionnaire Illustré Latin-

Francais, Hachette
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